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change substantially symmetrically in [an] inward and outward 
radial directions. frWi a central radial position on said optical 
disc. \ 

3. (Twice Amended) Thew6jcftical disc as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the relative size y^fXsaid areas of said spare area[s] 
gradually increase or decrease \in a radial direction of said 
optical disc. \ 

4. (Twice Amended) The optical dis*c as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the relative sizes of said areasXof said spare area [s] 
increase in [an] inward and outward radia\ directions from a 
central radial position on said optical disc. \ 



7. (Twice Amended) A method for setting spare areas of 

corresponding main \ zones of an optical disc, said method 

comprising: 

configurin g an optical disk wit h a plur ality of main zones, 
each main zone having a sp ai ^Vn^a associated therewith; 

variably setting a size for\each of said spare areas in said 
main zo nes such that a size of a^ least one of [to achieve a 
difference in relative sizes of] sard spare areas in "afpr&dial 
direction of said optical disk differs frelativeV to a size of at 
least one other spare area . \\ 
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8. (Twice Vmended) The method for setting spare areas of an 
optical disc as claimed in claim 7, wherein said variably setting 
step includes setting the size of said spare areas to be 
substantially symmetrical in a radially inward and a radially 
outward direction from a central radial position on said optical 
disc. \ 



11. (Amended) An optical disk comprising: 

a main area that storesv [storing] digital data; and 
a spare area that reduced [reccing] error by storing digital 
data, at least one division, of V^d^pare area havin g an increased 
fljLze relative to at least one^fter division of sa id spare area 
[area increasing in size in an outer- radial direction] of said 
optical disk. \ 

12. (Amended) The optical disk recited by claim 11, wherein 
said main area includes plural zones and said spare area includes 
a division [spare region] within each of staid zones, said division 
[spare regions] within said zones increasing in relative size in 
the outer radial direction of said optical d\sk. 



16. (Amended) An optical disk comprising :\ 
a main area that stores [storing] digital d^ta; and 
a spare area that reduces [reducing] error by\storing digital 
data, at leapt Qne division Qg said spare area having a decreased 
size relative to at least one other division of sam spare area 
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[decreasing in size in an inner radial direction] of said optical 
disk. 
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17. (Amended) The optical disk recited by claim 16, wherein 



A 



said main area includes plural zones and said spare area includes 
a division [spare region] within each of said zones, said 
divisions [spare regionsA within said zones decreasing in relative 
size in the inner radial direction of said optical disk. 



Please add new claims 21 




s follows; 



N^y21. The method of c^ck^rfi 7, wherein a size of the spare 
area in a last of the main 'zone.sHQcated at an outermost portion 
of the optical disk is set larger\ than a size of the spare area in 
the main zone located adjacent to \he last main zone. 



22. The method of claim 7, wherein a size of the spare area 
in a first of the main zones located\at an innermost portion of 
the optical disk is set smaller than a\size of the spare area in 
the main zone located adjacent to the first main zone. 



23. The optical disk of claim 11, wherein a size of the 
spare area in a last of the main zones located at an outermost 
portion of the optical disk is set larger thama size of the spare 
area in the main zone located adjacent to the lafet main zone. 
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